
Since Oct. 2nd, I have had the privilege of hosting a couple from Tigard Christian Church 
in Oregon. James & Trudi have a 30 year old special needs son and also care part time for 
James’ special needs 59 year old brother. Their church has supported me since the 
beginning of my ministry, so I have gotten to know them over the years when I've 
presented during furloughs. Last year they joined us for Family Camp and unknown to me, 
God would use the mission trip here to expand their own ministry at home. 

When the dates did not work out for them to come for Family Camp again this year, they 
asked if they could come at another time? As our special needs families are younger, they 
have experience to share. As solid believers, they can also show how their trust in God 
has made all the difference. So they came again. But having an entirely different 
experience this time round, I asked them to share about the past 17 days.... 

Ukraine Reflections From James and Trudi Sang 

 The sweetest part of being in Ukraine this time was that we were returning.  We were 
returning to friendships with people walking a life of ministry that has inspired us as we 
look at our own special needs ministry in Oregon. We have so enjoyed coming alongside 
June, Chris, Mary, Jamie and Tanya K. in the ongoing work here.  Our church has 
supported June for 20 years. Being here with her, and the team she works with, is a 
powerful example of God at work in the lives that need God’s hope.  

Our time was used as a fall launch to transition from their summer camps to the small 
group Bible Studies and youth group activities that now start up. Here are some of the 
highlights of our past 17 days:  

·      Reunion with friends! The heart this team has for special needs reflects our own. So, 
it was easy to share our own walk with its struggles, joys, sorrows and hopes. 

·      June rents an attic studio apartment in the home of a couple. Her comfortable 
relationship with them made our time delightful as we enjoyed their daily life. We stayed 
in a bedroom below her and she provided many meals. So we enjoyed sharing, eating, 
praying, and debriefing on a daily basis. She was able to share insights into the culture as 
she has developed such deep relationships with the community at large. Her nursing skills 
provide such support in a world that is not as progressed in dependable health care. She 
made our stay here so comfortable.  

·      On our first full day Chris set up a team meeting with Tanya and her husband Sergi. 
Chris &Mary - who are American missionaries who have adopted 4 Ukrainian children who 
have Downs Syndrome; Tanya & Sergi K. - have a special needs son and it was through 
them that God started the outreach to the special needs families in this area that today 



reaches out to 230+ families. Together we refined our plans for the coming days. It was a 
fun to reunite, share, pray, and also celebrate Mary’s birthday. 

·      On Wednesday we were a part of the Special Needs Ministry Team celebration and 
team building experience. There is a museum in Kiev that is designed as an interactive 
experience in what it would be like to be blind. Our guides were blind. While in total 
darkness, (not blindfold but pitch black rooms) we attempted to do ordinary tasks like 
walking a street, getting coffee, finding things in an apartment. It was so effective! 
Later all 19 of us went to a local restaurant and enjoyed a late lunch. There I shared a 
short devotion focused on thankfulness and the team leaders expressed their 
gratefulness for the team’s hard work this past summer. 

·      On the first Friday night Bible Study James shared his testimony with the group of 
about 22 special needs moms and I delivered the handmade journals from our women’s 
ministry from home. Those journals were used to develop forms of prayer and 
reflection. We did a couple of exercises that gave them ideas to use at home to develop 
their prayer life. 

·      On our first Saturday we went with 9 of the team to a conference on Special Needs 
held at The Kiev Theological Seminary. It was actually some Americans from Tennessee 
giving the seminar. The special bonus was sitting next to one of our translators and the 
two of us quizzing each other in ASL Sign Language. She helps the Malone’s 5 Down 
syndrome children learn sign to develop their communication skills. Natasha and I will be 
keeping in touch as we inspire each other with sign. 

·      On Sunday morning we went to Grace Church, observed the Lord’s Table Sunday and 
got to meet more people that we knew from camp a year ago. Natasha’s (my translator) 
12-year-old daughter Luba saw us and we enjoyed a sweet reunion that was special the 
whole time we have been here. 

·      After the service James, June and I had lunch with Tanya K. Tanya helped us 
understand all that is going on ministry wise and the needs that are here. With June 
translating, we could truly have heart to heart conversation with Tanya and better 
understand the stress, strains, and needs that are yet to be addressed in this ministry.  

·      Sunday night at the Special Needs worship service, I got to tell the Gospel as a 
clown. It was fun time meeting the families using ‘Nellie the Clown’ as a way to share. A 
sweet moment for me was watching a little guy, who is prone to spasticity; relax when he 
saw the clown. He was calm in ways he had not been before. Later his mom shared that 
after hearing our testimony of our son who has Fragile X (type of Autism), that she saw 



her son in a different light and with more hope. Our prayer is that this will only deepen in 
the lives of this family. 

·      Monday was a day of sightseeing in Kiev. We went with Chris and Mary to the city to 
go to the World War II museum that was very helpful in understanding the culture and 
the history of this country. It was sobering and heartbreaking but helped to framework 
the culture better for us as we walk alongside folks in a country that has and continues to 
experience so many challenges. We went back close to Freedom Square (where the war 
started in 2014) and we enjoyed a restaurant that serves great Ukrainian food and got to 
share and debrief with them. While this is only our second trip to Ukraine, Chris and 
Mary have become friends. In sharing with them we hoped to be an encouragement but 
honestly they are such an inspiration and blessing to us. 

·      Tuesday we went to the church to share with the families in more practical day-to-day 
life with people with special needs. It was an evening of telling our story and hearing 
their questions on how to survive. 

·      Wednesday we again went into Kiev but this time with Mary, Simon (a young man that 
helps with the Malone’s special needs children) and Luda (a lady who is visiting from 
Crimea) who we met at camp last year. We had a great time just walking the streets, 
James enjoying a Big & Tasty hamburger at McDonald’s (he loves them here), rode a cable 
car, strolled through a beautiful park and enjoyed vendors selling their crafts and arts on 
the street. Later we enjoyed coffee and chocolate at an amazing little café. It was so fun 
for us to have them share the stories, experiences, and history as we walked. It was 
glorious weather and perfect day to enjoy the beautiful parts of Kiev. 

·      Thursday evening we again shared in an evening discussion with special needs families 
at the church. I shared on discipline skills and James shared some tough questions as we 
deal with our sons with special needs. We had a Q&A panel - Mary, Chris, Tanya, James 
and I - so the parents could ask questions and we purposely kept coming back to the 
importance of a spiritual walk with Jesus. 

·      On our second Friday we again spoke at the Friday Night Bible Study. I shared my 
testimony this time and Jamie (another missionary who leads this study) set forth what 
they were going to do as a group this fall.  

·      On Saturday the 13th, we participated in the special needs birthday party. It was held 
for all the kids who had had birthdays in the spring and summer. This event is held for 
several reasons. It’s a non-threatening way to develop relationships & trust, a way to 
celebrate their birthday – when it is often not celebrated at home. And, it is for this 
party that the families first walk into the church for the first time. Tanya makes a point 



to include any younger brothers or sisters so they too can see their sibling is special in a 
good way. I did a Gospel clown performance with the families. Natasha translated and her 
youngest daughter (Luba) and her friend were my helpers. It was a wonderful time! After 
the clown show, there was cake, balloons and presents. It was another chance to share 
the Gospel, as many of the families that come are not believers and still wrestling with 
the concept of a loving God when dealing with such heartbreaking circumstances. The 
culture of non-acceptance is problematic so to understand God loves and values ALL of 
us special needs or not is a huge fact that many are still trying to understand. A couple 
hours later, we went to the circus in Kiev with 15 of the special needs teens. Going a 
Ukrainian Circus was a wonderful experience (our support helped make this trip 
happen). Talking with the kids afterwards about their favorite parts was neat. It was a 
joy to just celebrate with them. Unfortunately, the church bus broke down on our way 
home so prayer request is for wisdom on how to address this ongoing problem. This bus 
provides transportation not just for the special needs outreaches but helps with many of 
the ministries at the church. 

·      Sunday found us back at church. The worship time and messages were so 
powerful. There was a testimony shared during the service of a family that had fled the 
war zone and moved here. Their loss and heartbreak was a powerful story and yet seeing 
how God used it to bring both the parents into a personal relationship with Christ. Their 
two girls sang for the church, which was amazing. Sunday night I shared a brief picture 
show of our son and brother in law with special needs and our family. James then shared a 
sermon of his life and how God has transformed him and his dependence on the Word of 
God. 

·      Monday and Tuesday James helped Tanya, Chris, Jamie, and Simon deliver potatoes 
that will help the families survive through the winter. James saw a variety of living spaces 
that really opened his eyes to the living styles and challenges in this city. The potatoes 
were given to those in the special needs community who have a deep need. I stayed and 
helped with the Malone kids. The day ended over dinner and having the chance to hear 
more about Luda’s life. 

·      Today we did debrief with the team and tomorrow we are gifting them with a home 
cooked Chinese Dinner (James is Chinese and we do dinners in people’s home for 
fundraisers). There isn’t a real Chinese restaurant in the area so we hope as we gift the 
whole team this dinner it is a blessing and an encouragement to them as we prepare to 
leave on Thursday (19th). 

·      Overall reflections: 



o   Working with June is always such a pleasure. Her heart for the people and the 
community is so real and authentic. We see her desire to help with her gifting in medical, 
organizational, relational, and personal ways. She has made herself available to those 
around her as a support and encouragement to those that are serving. She has a sweet 
balance of encouraging the Ukrainian believers and a team in a way to help them be the 
best they can be and with the supports they need. She is their friend and supporter. 
o   June also demonstrates great amounts of creativity and thriftiness to make the best 
use of her resources and money. It has been an inspiration to us to really reflect on our 
disposable society in the states. 
o   A sweet time was the moments when we can be in her company with the ladies of the 
church and hear the laughter and friendship that she has developed with these 
people. She is able to show respect and value to them and with that you see them shine in 
her presence.    
o   In debrief with the team of June, Chris, Mary, and Jamie we looked at what went well, 
what could be improved, what could be focused on the future. The bottom line is that 
coming back (our return trip) makes a difference in developing relationships, the length 
of time is helpful to see life more authentically, and actually seeing the real life of 
church and home was helpful in helping understand ministry and life in Ukraine so to pray 
more effectively. 
o   We have felt very supported in our time here but honestly without June’s insights, 
guidance, provision, and help we would not have had such a productive time. It is amazing 
to see the far reaching effects her skills as a nurse, ministry worker, and organizer 
reaches throughout Ukraine. 
o    It was nice to just see her ministry away from the venue of a camp that is only 
temporary. To see the real life of a missionary in the day-to-day challenges and lifestyle 
was so authentic and inspiring. Her heart and love for the people here is so evident. Her 
skill with the culture and the language has opened doors in such amazing ways and I can 
see how God is at work in a way that is so blessed. We have counted it a privilege to walk 
alongside these folks in the work of the mission and the church.  
o   We will miss these relationships with the Ukrainians we have gotten to know so much 
better this time around. 
o   We so encourage folks to pray and support the mission here. God is opening hearts and 
doors in a mighty way. People are accepting Jesus and wanting to grow closer in a walk 
with Jesus. Families are finding hope in Jesus when they saw no hope.   

That Chinese dinner they spoke of....well it was fantastic! The various dishes just kept 
coming and coming and....well they fed 15 of us on the first time round and we finally 
heated up the last of the left overs today : ) THANK YOU James & Trudi!!!!! You blessed 
us in a big way! June 

 



Friday night Bible Study ladies showing the prayer journals they received. Trudi is in the blue sweater and 
James in the OR Ducks sweat shirt 

2 Clowns - Trudi got to meet Galya - the leader of our churches puppet ministry. 

James and Simon hauling potatoes 

Trudi & Luba (her translator’s -Natsha’s- daughter) 

Special Need Birthday party 

The little guy she spoke of in the update who relaxed during her performance. 

 

  



 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 


